LECTURE 04/ THE RESEARCH QUESTION

The Research Question
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research process Lgalatl

¥ It all begins with a e Tagess S °

question ~

S -

Finding a Research Question
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Types of Research Questions

-

Conceptualize that a
research study can ask three
types of questions:

— Descriptive question
Relationship guestion
Difference question

This general classification
scheme helps not only with
the design of the study, but

also in choosing the type of

ta analysis procedure
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Descriptive Question

Keeks to describe phenomena or
characterisfics af a particular
group of subjects being studied
= Answers fthe guestion “whal (5™
* Asking questions af the research
LOFTICTERTS
= Testing or measuring their
ormance
— Swrveyresearch

Example
— What ave the attitndes ?,l’
parents toward the inclusion
of physical edication in the
Scfaaf curriculum??
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Relationship Question

* Investigates the degree to
which two or more variables
are associated with each
other

— Does not establish “canse-
and-effect™

— Omnly wdentifies extent of
relationship between variables

= Example

— 1Is there an association
between self-esteem and
eating behaviors mmong
football players?
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| Difference Question

* Seeks to make
comparisons between or
within groups of interest

— Often associated with
experimental research
= |5 there o difference
between the control group
ond the experimenia
group®
— Comparison of one group
to another on the basis of
existing characteristics

= Example

— Does participation in
Special Olympics affect the
self-esteem of adults with
mental retardation?
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Criteria for Selecting a Problem

* [nterest plaial  *®
= Mdast impartant denl ASHI- 0

* Significance vy e
— Theaoretical value Apdadldean ©

— Practical vailue AalealiBaall @

— Timeliness Sadgall ®

— External review PN S [T S P

* Manageability el g *
— Expertise, time, lalls Sdgllg il *
resources vade it poid) e Al ®

— Free from personal bias

Problem Distillation

e The process of refining . 3l Jaedl Lg==s dlac P *

the question or idea inito Lidas o Al S J) 55400

a problem and making it . 2 LA 4 Lo 5

sufficiently specific so ST L HJ.:Ij e
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that it is amenable to
investigation

 This process should lead daloall oia g283 Ol s ®
to the development of a Al el L e glas )
statement of the 55l i gan Lossi haiCreSe

problem” that is clear,
concise, and definitive
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Statement of the Problem

A very specific statement
which clearly identifies the
problem being studied: will
usially identifyv the Ley
variables as well as give
samie information abour the

scope af the study
May be in either guestion or
declarative form

May include inherernt sub-
problems, if appropriate
Formulation of problem
statement fakes place after
an inifial review of related
literature and the distillation
Process
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Delimitations

Delimitations define the scope
of the study. That is, they set
the boundaries of the study

Normally under control of the

researcher

Examples include
= number and Kinds of subjects
— treatment conditions
= Pests, measnres, instrnments
nsed
— tyvpe of equipment
— location, environmental setfing

- pre of traiming (tine and
wrationy
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Limitations

Limitations are very similar
to delimitations, but they
tend to focus on potential
weaknesses of the study

Examples includ
— sampling problems
(represemtativeness af
S:ff'ﬂc.!‘.ﬂ
— wncontrolled facrors and
extraneons variables
= faultv research design and
technigues
— reliability and validity of
MEasNrTRg RSP umenis
— Compromiises fo

imternalexternal validin
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Limitations

Limitations are very similar
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tend to focus on potential
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