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Chapter four : Legislative power
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Section one : council of nation

The council of nation was established under the provisions of the
amended Constitution dated November 28, 1996, which contains
182 articles, including 52 articles related to the council of nation;
Article 98 stipulates that “legislative authority shall be exercised” by
a parliament consisting of two chambers.

Art. 114 (constitution 2020)- The legislative power shall be
exercised by a Parliament, consisting of two Chambers, the People’s
National Assembly and the Council of the Nation.

Parliament shall draft and vote the laws in a sovereign manner.
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They are the National People's Assembly and the council of nation.
It has sovereignty in preparing the law and voting on it.” Thus, the
Algerian parliamentary system is based on the principle of duality or
bicameralism, which is called bicameralism, as is the case in many
countries in the world today (more than seventy countries).
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The presence of the second chamber (ouse) in the modern
parliamentary system has become necessary in order to achieve a
number of goals, the most important of which are:

- Consolidating pluralistic democracy and free expression in the
legislative institution;

- Ensuring good national representation that is more diverse,
integrated and harmonious by adopting the territory criterion in
addition to the population criterion;

- Promoting and activating decentralization to the national level by
revitalizing and creating a new dynamic in local communities;

- Ensuring balance between state institutions and maintaining their
stability.
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The council of nation consists of 144 members, two-thirds of its
members (2/3) are elected by indirect and secret universal ballot
from among and by members of the municipal popular councils and
the state popular council, with a number of two (02) members from
each state, meaning a total of 96 members (it will be 116 member ).
The President of the Republic appoints the other third (1/3), meaning
48 members from among national figures and competencies in the
scientific, cultural, professional, economic and social fields.
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Membership in the council of nation is required to reach the age of
thirty-five. The term of office of a member of the council of nation
has been limited to six (06) years, and half of the members of the
Assembly are renewed every three (03) years. This process is called
partial renewal.
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The composition of the council of nation has combined the two
mechanisms of election and appointment, giving priority to the
former over the latter, to strengthen and ensure popular
representation in this second chamber of Parliament. The goal of the
presence of elected members in the council of nation is to enable
them to carry and transfer the concerns and concerns of their
representatives in the basic cell of society, that is, the municipality,
or in other words, at the local level, to the central authorities through
the channels of the legislative authority and its various oversight
mechanisms for the work of the government. As for the appointment
mechanism, it opens the way for those with national competencies so
that their experiences and abilities can be benefited from.
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The functioning and organization of the council of nation is
governed by founding texts (the Constitution) and regulatory texts,
which are mainly represented in Organic Law No. 16/12 which
determines the organization of the National People’s Assembly and
the council of nation, their work, as well as the functional relations
between them.
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