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International Society in the Middle Ages 476 BCE - 1453 CE
Introduction:
The international European community and the Islamic community in the Middle Ages both contributed to the establishment of rules that aimed at organizing the international society.
1. The Islamic community:
The Islamic religion carries a message from the Lord of the Worlds through the unity of religions in its source and essence. The Islamic religion and Islamic thought have contributed to shaping a set of principles of international law and the protection of human rights to this day.
Therefore, we will present the fundamental principles of Islam that are related to international law:
a- Islamic universality, because Islam came with noble principles to organize the international community without discrimination.
b- Islam is a message of peace by making the principle of peace and non-aggression towards others the foundation in international relations, and war is the exception.
c- Justice, equality, and the protection of human unity, as everyone is equal before the law and justice.
d- Fulfillment of promises, as peace depends on respecting contracts and covenants, and supporting the oppressed.
e- Human dignity, meaning honoring humans without assigning gender or color preference to one over another.
f- Respecting human rights and freedoms, especially respecting the freedom of belief and preventing the coercion of people into a specific religion.
g- The system of messengers and envoys, like diplomatic and consular missions, during the time of the Noble Prophet, is exemplified by the missions he sent to the Negus (King of Abyssinia), Khosrow (King of Persia), and Heraclius (Emperor of the Byzantine Empire).
2- Division of the Islamic State:
a- House of Islam:  It denotes the lands and territories where Islamic law (Sharia) is implemented and Muslims exercise authority. In these regions, Sharia is applied to both Muslims and non-Muslims, specifically to the "People of the Book" (Ahl al-Kitab), which includes Christians and Jews, as well as other groups living under Islamic rule.
b- Dar al-Harb is the term for lands that are not for Muslims, and there is no covenant or agreement between them and the Muslims.
c- Dār al-ʿAhd (Realm of Covenant): Its inhabitants are connected to the Dār al-Islām (Realm of Islam) through a treaty made with them, and they enter into a covenant with Muslims under certain conditions.
3- European society: During the Middle Ages, the Christian world experienced several factors that prevented the establishment of true international organizations, in addition to the dominance of the church. We will summarize this in the following elements:
· The chaos and divisions: following the division of the Emperor Theodosius in 395 CE between his two sons into the Western Empire, with its capital in Rome, and the Eastern Empire, with its capital in Constantinople, were a cause of its collapse at the hands of the Germanic tribes in 700 CE.
Emperor Charlemagne managed to unify political entities, and after his death in the year 843 AD, chaos ensued.
· The spread of the feudal system:  began in the 9th century, where the king or ruler seized all authorities within a region, following the principle that power over the region is akin to personal ownership.
· The role of the Christian religion and the occurrence of conflict between the Pope and the Emperor: The Christian religion played a fundamental role in shaping the European community under the leadership of the Pope, who wielded significant influence, especially during the papacy of Pope Boniface.
· The medieval period was characterized by intense conflict between the Pope and the Emperor. In this conflict, the Pope relied on the theory of "two swords," which posits that there are two swords representing authority in the world: the spiritual sword and the temporal sword. According to this theory, the Pope was considered the bearer of the spiritual sword, thus having authority over spiritual and religious affairs. In contrast, the Emperor held the temporal sword, giving him authority over worldly and political matters.
· This conflict reflected the constant tension between religious and secular powers during this era, as each side sought to strengthen its authority.
· As for the ruler, he relied on the theory of divine right, meaning that God delegated governance to people through public authorities. Here, we can mention the case of Emperor Henry IV, who deposed Pope Gregory VII in the 11th century.
· The Crusades continued throughout the two centuries, from 1098 to 1221, especially since European monarchs refused to recognize Islamic territories. During this period, the Crusaders adhered to certain rules of war. The Peace of God in 1095 declared the neutrality of religious establishments and the protection of peasants, clerics, women, and children. The Truce of God, also in 1095, imposed a prohibition on warfare on certain days of the week and during religious holidays.

Conclusion: 
· The Islamic society during the medieval era had interconnected relationships with various other societies. It granted rights to non-Muslim communities, acknowledging their existence. This indicates that Islamic law is applicable to all peoples and nations, regardless of time and place.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]During the medieval period, European society saw a division in international law between the laws of war and the laws of peace. The concept of just and unjust war emerged, distinguishing between legitimate and illegitimate warfare. Additionally, there were efforts to introduce peaceful methods for resolving conflicts, such as arbitration and mediation. These developments reflected a growing awareness of the need for legal frameworks to regulate both armed conflict and peaceful relations between states.
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