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The French Invasion and Early Colonization (Starting 1830) 

 

1. Causes of the French Invasion 

The French invasion of Algeria in 1830 was the result of a combination of political, 
economic, and diplomatic factors. One key event was the Fly Whisk Incident (1827), in which 
the Dey of Algiers, Hussein, struck the French consul with a fly whisk during a diplomatic 
dispute over unpaid debts. The French government used this incident as a pretext for military 
intervention, presenting it as an insult to French honor. However, the invasion was also 
motivated by broader French imperial ambitions in North Africa. The French government 
sought to expand its territorial holdings, and Algeria's strategic location in the Mediterranean, 
along with its potential economic benefits, made it an attractive target. The French were also 
motivated by a desire to establish a colony that would provide resources, enhance their naval 
power, and serve as a gateway to Sub-Saharan Africa. 

2. Fall of Algiers 

The French invasion began in 1830 with the siege of Algiers, the capital city. After 
several weeks of bombardment, the French forces, led by General Bourmont, captured the 
city, marking the start of French control over Algeria. The fall of Algiers was a humiliating 
defeat for the Ottoman-backed Dey, and it marked the end of the Ottoman Regency in 
Algeria. The French imposed their authority on the city and its surrounding areas, beginning 
the process of colonization. While the French initially faced little resistance from the 
weakened Ottoman officials, the Algerian population soon began to resist the foreign 
occupation, leading to a long period of conflict and rebellion that would continue for decades. 

3. Early Popular Resistance 

Immediately following the French conquest of Algiers, several local leaders and 
military figures began organizing resistance against the French. One of the most prominent 
figures in this early resistance was Emir Abdelkader, a religious and military leader who 
unified various Algerian tribes to fight the French. Abdelkader successfully established an 
independent state in western Algeria and waged a guerrilla war against the French forces for 
several years. His resistance was one of the most significant early challenges to French rule. 
Despite being eventually captured in 1847, Abdelkader became a symbol of Algerian 
nationalism and resistance. Other leaders, such as Ahmed Bey of Constantine, also led revolts 
in different parts of the country, but they were ultimately crushed by the superior French 
military forces. 

 

 



4. Beginnings of Colonial Change 

With the French defeat of Abdelkader and the consolidation of control over Algeria, 
the colonial era began to take shape. One of the French colonial policies involved the 
confiscation of land from Algerian peasants and the establishment of European settler 
colonies. The French government encouraged French citizens to move to Algeria and settle in 
the fertile lands, which led to the displacement of local populations. The French also 
introduced a system of taxation and military conscription that further exploited the Algerian 
people. Culturally, the French imposed their language and education system, seeking to 
'civilize' the Algerians and suppress their Arabic language and Islamic practices. This led to 
widespread resistance, as Algerians fought to maintain their cultural identity and push back 
against foreign rule. 

 

 


