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Stages of Academic 
writing
SEQUENCE 3:

Editing & publishing
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“……scholars are being encouraged or 
pressured to PUBLISH more articles in higher-

impact journals under increasingly stringent 
evaluation and review systems." 

- Laurence (2016)-
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o REFLECT UPON the importance of editing & publishing in academic

writing

o LIST the different types editing

o HIGHLIGHT the different types of feedbacks provided during the

editing process

o DIFFERENTIATE between editing and publishing.
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Academic editing is the process of REVISING and

IMPROVING written academic work (essays,

research papers, dissertations, and theses). The

main objective during the editing process is to

enhance the quality and effectiveness of the

written work including CLARITY, COHERENCE,

and ACCURACY.
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Academic editing may involve a range of tasks:

• REVIEWING the content and structure of the work,

• SUGGESTING revisions to improve the logic, organization, and

coherence of the arguments,

• and IDENTIFYING areas where more research or evidence is needed.

• CHECKING for grammar and spelling errors, correcting punctuation and

formatting,

Main objective

“Ensuring that the text is consistent and flows smoothly.” 
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There are several types of editing in academic publishing, each with

a different focus and purpose. They may include:

1. Developmental editing,

2. Copyediting,

3. Proofreading

4. Substantive editing.

5. Peer review
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 The focus of developmental editing is on the content, structure, and

organization of the manuscript.

 The editor’s aim is to help the author improve the manuscript's organization,

clarity, and effectiveness.

 The editor provides feedback and suggestions for improvement. For example,

he may suggest:

a. Reorganizing chapters or sections,

b. Adding or removing content,

c. or Adjusting the order of events.
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Keep using 

phrases: Living in 

the West .

You should start 

describing this 

category by writing 

an introductory 

sentence.

Is it anyone?



 Copy editing as a pre-publishing stage aims to ensure that the manuscript is

clear, concise, and error-free.

 A copy editor’s feedback addresses correcting grammar, spelling, and

punctuation errors

 errors including grammatical and punctuation mistakes.

 Copy editing, then, ensures that the manuscript is polished and ready for

publication.
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Use the past tense 

instead

Are they 

expressions or 

concepts?

Capitalize the first 

letter of this part of 

the author's name

Remove the name 

of the author 

between brackets. 

It has already been 

mentioned. Keep 

the year only.



 This type of editing combines developmental editing and copyediting.

 It focuses on improving the content, structure, organization,

language, and style of the work, and ensuring that it meets the

highest standards of quality and effectiveness.
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A fragment: 

incomplete 

sentence

Capitalise the first 

word in the 

sentence

You  need to write 

a statement before 

giving an example.

A section cannot be 

only one sentence.
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EDITING • Ensuring that the final work effectively communicates 
the author's ideas, and meets the expectations of the 
intended audience.

PUBLISHING
• Sharing the finished 

text with the 
intended audience



 The publish and perish principle is at the heart of academia discussion.

 Publishing is usually regarded as the last step in the writing process.

 It can take various forms, including traditional publishing, self-publishing, and

electronic publishing.

 it involves making a finished piece of writing available to a wider audience.
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 There are several types of publishing in academic publishing, each has

its own distinct characteristics and procedures.

 Writers have various options for making their work available to their

presumed audience. This may consist of:

1. Traditional publishing,

2. Self-publishing,

3. Electronic publishing
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 This involves submitting a manuscript to a publishing house for

consideration.

 If the manuscript is accepted, it undergoes editing, design, and production

before being printed.
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 Self-publishing allows authors to publish their work INDEPENDENTLY

without going through a traditional publisher.

 During the publishing process, authors have complete control over the

entire publishing process, from editing and design to distribution and

marketing.
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 Electronic publishing refers to the publication of written works in digital

formats, such as:

a. e-books,

b. audiobooks,

c. and online articles.

 This kind of publishing offers readers greater convenience by allowing them

to access books and articles on their smartphones, tablets, or computers.
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1 3 5

642

Manuscript Submitted

to the Editor

Manuscript Sent to 

Reviewers for a review

Back to you: revised 

version and letter

Editor’s “assessment” 

(reject; revise)

Editor’s decision 

(accept; reject; revise)

Editor may revert to 

Reviewers

And:

“It is always the editor 

who decides”



CONCLUSION

Writing a successful academic paper requires editing and

publishing. If thoroughly fulfilled, these last stages in the

writing process will not only guarantee the accuracy and clarity

of an academic paper but rather ensure its publication in

reputable academic journals.
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