
Teacher: Ms Kacher  

Lesson Title: Exploring Types of Phrases and Prepositions 

Objectives: 

1. Understand the concept of phrases and prepositions in English grammar. 

2. Identify different types of phrases and prepositions. 

3. Learn how to use each type of phrase and preposition effectively in writing. 

 

Introduction: Phrases and prepositions are essential elements in English grammar that help convey meaning and 
structure in sentences. Phrases consist of groups of words functioning together as a single unit, while prepositions 
are words that show the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in a sentence. In this lesson, we 
will explore different types of phrases, along with common prepositions, and how they contribute to the structure 
and meaning of sentences. 

1. Functionality: Phrases serve various grammatical functions within sentences. They can act as subjects, 
objects, predicates, modifiers, or complements. 

2. Function within a Sentence: Phrases contribute to the overall meaning and structure of sentences by 
providing additional detail, modifying other elements, or connecting different parts of the sentence. 

3. Types of Phrases: There are several types of phrases based on their composition and function: 

 

I. Noun Phrase: 

 Definition: A noun phrase functions as a noun within a sentence. It consists of a noun (or pronoun) and 
other associated words that modify or complement the noun. 

 Example: "The big red apple fell from the tree." (The noun phrase "big red apple" acts as the subject 
of the sentence.) 

II. Verb Phrase: 

 Definition: A verb phrase includes the main verb and its accompanying auxiliary (helping) verbs, if 
any. It expresses an action, occurrence, or state of being. 

 Example: "She has been studying for her exam." (The verb phrase "has been studying" indicates the 
ongoing action of studying.) 

III. Adjective Phrase: 

 Definition: An adjective phrase modifies or describes a noun or pronoun in a sentence. It consists of an 
adjective and any associated words that provide additional detail. 

 Example: "The house with the red door is mine." (The adjective phrase "the red door" describes the 
noun "house.") 



IV. Adverb Phrase: 

 Definition: An adverb phrase functions as an adverb within a sentence, modifying verbs, adjectives, or 
other adverbs. It consists of an adverb and any associated words. 

 Example: "He ran very quickly to catch the bus." (The adverb phrase "very quickly" modifies the verb 
"ran," indicating the manner of the action.) 

V. Prepositional Phrase: 

 Definition: A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends with its object, which can be a 
noun, pronoun, or gerund. It provides information about location, time, direction, or relationships 
between elements in a sentence. 

 Example: "The book is on the table." (The prepositional phrase "on the table" indicates the location of 
the book.) 

Common Prepositions: 

 Examples: in, on, at, by, with, for, from, to, of, between, among, during, after, before, under, over 

Preposition Proper Use Example Sentence 

In - Location (within) She lives in a house. 
 

- Time (within) The meeting starts in an hour. 
on - Location (surface) The book is on the table.  

- Time (specific date/day) I have an appointment on Monday. 
at - Location (specific point) He is waiting at the bus stop.  

- Time (specific time) We'll meet at 3 o'clock. 
by - Location (near) He stood by the door.  

- Time (deadline) Please submit your report by Friday. 
with - Accompaniment She went shopping with her friends.  

- Instrumentality He opened the can with a knife. 
For - Purpose This gift is for you.  

- Duration They will stay here for a week. 
from - Origin She is from France.  

- Movement away He moved from the city to the suburbs. 
to - Destination They went to the park.  

- Purpose She gave a gift to her friend. 
of - Possession The color of the sky is blue.  

- Origin He is a citizen of Italy. 
between - Relationship (two items) The cat is between the two chairs.  

- Comparison Choose between the red and blue shirts. 
among - Relationship (three+ items) He is among his friends.  

- Group He found his book among the others. 
during - Time (within an event) It rained during the concert.  

- Relationship They met during their trip to Paris. 
after - Time (following) She arrived home after work.  

- Sequence He left after his sister. 
before - Time (preceding) They had lunch before the movie.  

- Sequence Finish your homework before bedtime. 
under - Position (below) The cat is hiding under the bed.  

- Condition He is under a lot of stress. 
over - Position (above) The plane flew over the mountains.  

- Duration They talked over dinner. 
 



 Participial Phrase is a group of words containing a participle—a verb form that functions as an adjective—
along with any modifiers or complements. Participial phrases are used to provide additional information about a 
noun or pronoun in a sentence. They often describe the action or state of being associated with the noun or 
pronoun they modify. 

 Participle: The participial phrase includes a participle, which can be in either the present participle 
form (ending in "-ing") or the past participle form (often ending in "-ed," "-en," or irregular forms like 
"broken" or "spoken"). 

 Modifiers and Complements: Participial phrases may include modifiers such as adverbs or other 
words that provide additional detail about the action being described. 

 Example: The dog, barking loudly, startled the neighbors." In this sentence, "barking loudly" is a 
participial phrase modifying the noun "dog."  

Conclusion: Understanding the various types of phrases and common prepositions in English grammar is 
crucial for constructing clear and effective sentences. Each type of phrase and preposition serves a unique 
function and contributes to the overall structure and meaning of sentences. By mastering the use of phrases and 
prepositions, writers can enhance the clarity, coherence, and sophistication of their writing. 

 

 

 

Lesson Title: Understanding Conjunctions in English Grammar 

Objectives: 

1. Define conjunctions and their role in connecting words, phrases, and clauses in sentences. 

2. Identify and differentiate between the different types of conjunctions: coordinating conjunctions, 
correlative conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, and conjunctive adverbs. 

3. Learn how to use each type of conjunction effectively in writing to create clear and cohesive sentences. 

Definition: Conjunctions are words used to connect or join words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence. They 
serve to establish relationships between different parts of a sentence and enhance its coherence and flow. 

I. Coordinating Conjunction: 

 Definition: Coordinating conjunctions join words, phrases, or independent clauses of equal importance 
within a sentence. 

 Simplification: These conjunctions connect similar elements in a sentence. 

 Examples: 

 For and nor: She likes tea, and he likes coffee. He didn't study, nor did he pass the exam. 

 But: He wants to go, but he can't. 

 Or: Would you like tea or coffee? 

II. Correlative Conjunction: 

 Definition: Correlative conjunctions are pairs of words used to join similar elements within a sentence. 

 Simplification: These conjunctions work in pairs to connect parallel elements in a sentence. 

 Examples: 

1) both...and: used to indicate that two elements are true or relevant. 



Example: "Both Tom and Jerry enjoy watching cartoons." 

2) either...or: used to indicate a choice between two options. 

Example: "You can either have cake or ice cream for dessert." 

3) neither...nor: used to indicate the negative form of "both...and." 

Example: "Neither the cat nor the dog likes to take a bath." 

4) not only...but also: used to emphasize two related ideas. 

Example: "She is not only intelligent but also kind-hearted." 

5) whether...or: used to indicate that there is a choice between two alternatives. 

Example: "I don't know whether to go to the party or stay home." 

6) just as...so: used to show a cause-and-effect relationship. 

Example: Just as the sun rose, so did the temperature. 

III. Subordinating Conjunction: 

 Definition: Subordinating conjunctions join an independent clause with a dependent clause, indicating 
a relationship of time, cause, condition, or contrast. 

 Simplification: These conjunctions connect dependent and independent clauses, indicating a 
relationship between them. 

 Placement: Subordinating conjunctions typically come at the beginning of the dependent clause. 

 Examples: 

 Because: She went to bed early because she was tired. 

 Although: Although it was raining, we went for a walk. 

 If: If you study hard, you will pass the exam. 

IV. Conjunctive Adverb: 

 Definition: Conjunctive adverbs are used to connect independent clauses. They show a relationship 
between the two clauses, such as cause and effect, contrast, comparison, or sequence. 

 Simplification: These adverbs join independent clauses and show relationships between them, similar 
to subordinating conjunctions but with greater flexibility. 

 Placement: Conjunctive adverbs can appear at various points within a sentence, although they often 
appear at the beginning or middle of a sentence. They are usually followed by a semicolon or comma 
when used to join independent clauses. 

 Examples: 

 However: She wants to go; however, she can't. 

 Therefore: He studied hard; therefore, he passed the exam. 

 Meanwhile: She was cooking; meanwhile, he was watching TV. 

 

 

 



Type of 
Conjunction 

Definition Proper Use Example Sentence 

Coordinating 
Conjunctions 

Join words, 
phrases, or 
independent 
clauses of equal 
importance. 

- For: Presents a reason or 
explanation. - And: Adds 
one thing to another. - But: 
Indicates contrast or 
exception. - Or: Presents an 
alternative or choice. - Nor: 
Connects alternatives in 
negative statements. - Yet: 
Indicates contrast or 
contradiction. 

- We can go hiking for it's a 
beautiful day. - She likes tea 
and coffee. - He wants to go, 
but he can't. - Would you like 
tea or coffee? - She didn't 
want to swim, nor did she 
want to sunbathe. - He's tired, 
yet he keeps working. 

Correlative 
Conjunctions 

Pairs of words 
used to join 
similar elements 
within a sentence. 

- Both...and: Indicates two 
elements together. - 
Either...or: Presents a 
choice between two 
elements. - Neither...nor: 
Presents alternatives, 
indicating none. - Not 
only...but also: Emphasizes 
additional information. 

- Both John and Mary 
attended the meeting. - You 
can have either tea or coffee. 
- He is neither smart nor 
hardworking. - She is not 
only intelligent but also 
hardworking. 

Subordinating 
Conjunctions 

Join an 
independent 
clause with a 
dependent clause, 
indicating a 
relationship of 
time, cause, 
condition, or 
contrast. 

- Because: Presents a 
reason or cause. - 
Although: Indicates 
contrast or concession. - If: 
Presents a condition. - 
While: Indicates 
simultaneous actions. - 
Since: Presents a reason. - 
Before: Indicates time 
sequence. 

- She went to bed early 
because she was tired. - 
Although it was raining, we 
went for a walk. - If you study 
hard, you will pass the exam. 
- He watched TV while she 
was cooking. - He's been sick 
since last week. - Finish your 
homework before bedtime. 

Conjunctive 
Adverbs 

Connect 
independent 
clauses and show 
relationships such 
as cause and 
effect, contrast, or 
sequence. 

- However: Indicates 
contrast or contradiction. - 
Therefore: Indicates a 
consequence. - Meanwhile: 
Indicates simultaneous 
actions. - Moreover: Adds 
information. - 
Nevertheless: Indicates 
contrast or concession. - 
Thus: Indicates a result or 
conclusion. 

- She wants to go; however, 
she can't. - He studied hard; 
therefore, he passed the 
exam. - She was cooking; 
meanwhile, he was watching 
TV. - Moreover, the weather 
forecast predicts rain. - She 
was tired; nevertheless, she 
kept working. - The road is 
closed; thus, we must find an 
alternative route. 



Conclusion: Conjunctions play a crucial role in English grammar by connecting various elements 
within sentences and establishing relationships between them. By understanding the different types of 
conjunctions and how to use them effectively, writers can create coherent and well-structured 
sentences that convey their intended meaning clearly. 

 Activities: 

A} Read each sentence aloud. Then change the verb so that it agrees with the subject of the 
sentence. Rewrite each sentence on the line provided. Then add commas after prepositional 
phrases if they are necessary. 

1. At journalism camp the class write articles for the camp newspaper. 

2. Between journalism classes and helping her father Ashley have little free time. 

3. A number of students attends Ashley’s journalism classes. 

4. Around the corner from where Ashley attends camp her father work in a newspaper office. 

B} Instructions: Combine the pairs of sentences below using an appropriate conjunction.Choose 
from coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS), subordinating conjunctions, or conjunctive 
adverbs. Pay attention to the relationship between the ideas in each pair of sentences and ensure 
that your combined sentence is clear and grammatically correct. 

Pair A: 

Sentence 1: The astronauts trained rigorously. 

Sentence 2: They were determined to complete the mission successfully. 

Pair B: 

Sentence 1: The rocket launched into space. 

Sentence 2: It carried important scientific instruments. 

Pair C: 

Sentence 1: The spacecraft orbited around Mars. 

Sentence 2: It transmitted valuable data back to Earth. 

Pair D: 

Sentence 1: The space agency announced a new mission. 

Sentence 2: It aims to explore distant exoplanets. 

Pair E: 

Sentence 1: The rover traversed the Martian surface. 

Sentence 2: It discovered evidence of ancient water. 

Pair F: 

Sentence 1: The astronauts conducted experiments on the International Space Station. 

Sentence 2: They observed the effects of microgravity on plant growth. 

 



 


