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Lesson title: Mastering Adjectives: A Comprehensive Guide 

 

Objectives: 

1. Recognize and distinguish various types of adjectives. 

2. Understand the nuanced ways adjectives modify nouns or pronouns. 

3. Explore the formation and usage of diverse adjective types. 

4. Grasp the pivotal role adjectives play in language. 

 

Definition of Adjectives: 

Adjectives serve as modifiers in language, enriching nouns or pronouns by expressing their qualities, 
attributes, or relationships. They provide context, vividness, and precision to descriptions, facilitating 
clearer communication. 

► Mahatma Gandhi, an inspiring and visionary leader, once posed the interrogative question: 'You 
must be the change you wish to see in the world.' This comparative statement challenges individuals 
to reflect on their role in creating a better society. Gandhi's philosophy emphasizes the importance of 
personal responsibility and selfless action. He believed that true progress comes from within, and his 
superlative legacy continues to inspire generations. His teachings encourage possessive ownership of 
one's actions and advocate for distributive justice and equality. In a world of countless possibilities, 
Gandhi's words remain timeless and profound, serving as a guiding light for those who seek to make a 
brighter future. Let us heed his attributive advice and embrace the transformative power of our 
actions." 

1. Descriptive Adjectives: inspiring, visionary, personal, selfless, countless, timeless, profound, 
brighter - These adjectives describe qualities, characteristics, or attributes of the subject. 

2. Demonstrative Adjective: this - It points out or identifies a specific person or thing. 

3. Comparative Adjective: better - This adjective compares two things, indicating a higher degree 
or superiority. 

4. Possessive Adjective: your, their - These adjectives indicate ownership or possession. 

5. Distributive Adjective: Each - This adjective refers to every member of a group individually. 

6. Attributive Adjective: inspiring, visionary, personal, selfless, timeless, profound, brighter - 
These adjectives are used to modify or describe a noun, attributing specific qualities or 
characteristics to it. 

Types of Adjectives: 

1. Descriptive Adjectives: 

 Definition: Descriptive adjectives elucidate specific qualities or characteristics of nouns 
or pronouns. 

 Example: "The blue sky stretched endlessly," emphasizing the color of the sky. 



 Explanation: These adjectives add vividness by detailing observable traits, such as 
color, size, shape, or texture. 

2. Quantitative Adjectives: 

 Definition: Quantitative adjectives specify the quantity or measure of a noun. 

 Example: "She ate three apples," indicating the number of apples consumed. 

 Explanation: These adjectives express numerical values or amounts, quantifying the 
nouns they modify. 

3. Demonstrative Adjectives: 

 Definition: Demonstrative adjectives point out specific nouns or pronouns in relation to 
the speaker. 

 Example: "I prefer this book," indicating a particular book in proximity. 

 Explanation: Words like "this," "that," "these," and "those" highlight spatial or 
conceptual proximity to the speaker. 

4. Possessive Adjectives: 

 Definition: Possessive adjectives indicate ownership or relationship to a noun. 

 Example: "His new house," denoting ownership of the house. 

 Explanation: Words like "my," "your," "his," "her," "its," "our," and "their" signify 
possession or association. 

5. Interrogative Adjectives: 

 Definition: Interrogative adjectives pose questions about nouns. 

 Example: "Whose red sweater is this?" inquiring about the ownership of the red sweater. 

 Explanation: "Whose," "which," and "what" are used to ask specific questions about 
nouns. 



 

 

 

 

 



6. Distributive Adjectives: 

 Definition: Distributive adjectives refer to individual members within a group. 

 Example: "Each student received a certificate," emphasizing individual reception 
within the group. 

 Neither candidate received enough votes to win the election. 

 Explanation: "Each," "every," either, neither, any and all are words highlight individual 
elements within a collective. 

Compound Adjectives: 

 Definition: Compound adjectives are formed by combining two or more words to 
function as a single modifying unit. 

 Example: "A well-written story," combining "well" and "written" to describe the story. 

 Open-minded: He has an open-minded approach. 

 Explanation: These adjectives compound multiple descriptors to offer a more specific 
depiction.  

Adjectives for Comparison and Transformation 

 Comparative Adjectives: 

 Definition: Comparative adjectives compare two entities, showcasing differences or 
similarities. 

 Example: "She is taller than her brother," comparing heights. 

 Explanation: These adjectives highlight differences in qualities between two items or 
entities. 

Comparative Form: 

 Formation for Most Adjectives: 

o One-syllable adjectives: Add "-er" to the adjective. 

 Example: Fast → Faster 

o Two-syllable adjectives ending in "-y", "-er", "-ow", "-le": Also add "-er." 

 Example: Narrow → Narrower 

o Two-syllable or longer adjectives: Use "more" before the adjective. 

 Example: Beautiful → More beautiful 

o Irregular adjectives: Some adjectives have irregular comparative forms. 

 Example: Good → Better, Bad → Worse 

 Far: further -farther 

 Many/much: more 

 



 Superlative Adjectives: 

 Definition: Superlative adjectives compare three or more entities, indicating the highest 
or lowest degree of a quality. 

 Example: "Mount Everest is the tallest mountain," indicating the highest among 
multiple mountains. 

 Explanation: Superlatives emphasize extremes, showcasing the highest or lowest 
quality among a group. 

o Superlative Form: 

 Formation for Most Adjectives: 

o One-syllable adjectives: Add "-est" to the adjective. 

 Example: Fast → Fastest 

o Two-syllable adjectives ending in "-y", "-er", "-ow", "-le": Also add "-est." 

 Example: Narrow → Narrowest 

o Two-syllable or longer adjectives: Use "most" before the adjective. 

 Example: Beautiful → Most beautiful 

o Irregular adjectives: Some adjectives have irregular superlative forms. 

 Example: Good → Best, Bad → Worst 

 Little:  Least 

 Far:  Furthest/Farthest 

 Many/Much:  Most 

Forming Adjectives: 

 Adjectives are words that modify or describe nouns or pronouns. To create new 
adjectives, we often add suffixes or prefixes to certain nouns, verbs, or other 
adjectives. These additions transform existing words, enabling a more specific 
description of nouns or pronouns by expressing qualities, characteristics, or 
relationships. 

 Suffixes: 

 -ful: Adding "-ful" to a noun forms an adjective expressing "full of" or "characterized by." 

o Example: Joy → Joyful (full of joy) 

 -less: Adding "-less" indicates "without" or "lacking." 

o Example: Care → Careless (lacking care) 

 -able/-ible: Adding "-able" or "-ible" denotes capability or possibility. 

o Example: Comfort → Comfortable (capable of providing comfort) 

 -ous/-ious: Adding "-ous" or "-ious" signifies possession or qualities. 

o Example: Fame → Famous (possessing fame) 



 Prefixes: 

 Un-: Adding "un-" negates the meaning of the word. 

o Example: Happy → Unhappy (not happy) 

 In-/Im-/Il-/Ir-: These prefixes can also indicate negation or opposite meanings. 

o Example: Perfect → Imperfect (not perfect) 

Attributive and Predicative Adjectives: 

o Attributive Adjectives: Modify nouns directly, providing additional information. 
o Example: The red car (describing the car) 
o Predicative Adjectives: Follow linking verbs and describe the subject. 
o Example: The car is red (describing the car using "is") 

Functions and Importance of Adjectives: 

 Importance: Adjectives add depth, specificity, and nuance to language, fostering richer 
communication and detailed descriptions. 

Summary: 

Adjectives serve as linguistic enhancers, shaping vivid and precise depictions of nouns or pronouns by 
conveying qualities, quantities, relationships, and distinctions. Understanding their diverse types and 
functions enhances language comprehension and expression. 

 

   Activities: 

A} Put brackets [ ] around the adjectives in the following sentences. Identify each adjective as 
adjective, predicate adjective, demonstrative adjective, or proper adjective. 

1. Ramon was eager to read the book. 

-------------------------------------------- 

2. These books belong to me. 

-------------------------------------------- 

3. The book contains Spanish poetry. 

--------------------------------------------- 

4. The librarian is wearing a blue sweater. 

----------------------------------------------- 

5. The book was hidden behind the table. 

---------------------------------------------- 

6. The book has a tattered cover. 

--------------------------------------------- 

7. Ramon bought that book at the bazaar. 

--------------------------------------------- 



 

B} Complete each sentence with an appropriate demonstrative adjective. 

1.  Please get me……………book on the highest shelf.  
2. ……………..oranges are the ones Juni likes best.  
3.  …………….novel is the one that we will be reading.  
4.  ……………..oranges are the sweetest in the store.  
5.  ………………dress is what I want to wear tonight 


