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Stages in decision making:
The making of foreign policy involves a number of stages:
· Assessment of the international and domestic political environment- foreign policy is made and implemented within an international and domestic political context, which must be understood by state in order to determine the best foreign policy option. For example, a state may need to respond an international crisis.
· Goal setting- A state has multiple foreign policy goals. A state must determine which goal is affected by the international and domestic political environment at any given time. In addition, foreign policy goals may conflict, which will require the state to prioritize.
· Determination of policy option- A state must then determine what policy option are available to the goal or goals set in light of the political environment. This will involve an assessment of the state capacity implement policy options and an assessment of the consequences of each policy option.
· Formal decision making action- A formal foreign policy decision will be taken at some level within a government, foreign policy, decisions are usually made by the executive branch of government common governmental actors or institution which make foreign policy decision include: the head of state such as a president or head of government such as a prime minister, cabinet, or minister.
· Implementation of chosen policy option- Once a foreign policy option has been chosen and from decision has been made, then the policy must be implemented. foreign policy is most commune implemented by specialist foreign policy arms of the
state bureaucracy, such as Ministry of foreign Affaire or state department. Other departments may also have a role in Implementing foreign policy state as departments for: trade, defense, and aid.
· Foreign policy analysis is the study of the conduct and practice of relation between different actors, primarily state, in the international system. Diplomacy, intelligence, trade negotiations and cultural exchanges all from part of the substance of foreign policy analysis.
· At the heart of the filed is an investigation into decision making, the individual decision makers, process and conditions that affect foreign policy and the outcomes of these decision.
· By virtue of this approach, foreign policy analysis is necessarily concerned with the boundaries between the external environment outside of the nation state and the internal or domestic environment, with its variety of sub-national sources of influence.
· FPA developed as a separate area of enquiry within the discipline of international relations, both because of its initially exclusive focus on the actual conduct of interstate relations and due to its normative impulse.
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