 Translation of Economic Texts
ترجمة النصوص الاقتصادية
1. Importance of Economic Translation
Economic translation is essential in today’s global world where countries, companies, and institutions communicate across languages.
 It is used in:
· International trade contracts
· Economic reports and statistics
· Business communication
· Financial news and media
Why accuracy matters:
· A small mistake can change the meaning completely
· It may lead to financial or legal problems
· It affects credibility and professionalism
 Example:
“Interest rate increased”
 ترجمة خاطئة: الفائدة زادت (غامضة)
 ترجمة صحيحة: ارتفع معدل الفائدة
2. Characteristics of Economic Texts
Economic texts have specific features that make translation challenging:
· Use of technical vocabulary (GDP, inflation, deficit)
· Use of numbers and data
· Frequent use of formal and neutral tone
· Presence of cause-effect relationships
 Example:
“Rising inflation reduces purchasing power.”
→ ارتفاع التضخم يقلل القدرة الشرائية
3. Translation Techniques
a. Using Correct Equivalents
Always use standard economic terms, not literal meanings.
	English
	Arabic

	Inflation
	التضخم

	GDP
	الناتج الداخلي الخام

	Revenue
	الإيرادات



b. Understanding Context
Words may have different meanings depending on context.
 Example: “Capital”
· رأس المال (economics)
· العاصمة (geography)
c. Avoiding Word-for-Word Translation
Translation should focus on meaning, not individual words.
 Example: “The company is facing losses”
 الشركة تواجه خسائر
 الشركة تواجه فقدان (خطأ)
d. Adaptation (التكييف)
Sometimes you must adapt the sentence to sound natural in Arabic.
 Example: “Economic growth slowed down”
✔ تباطأ النمو الاقتصادي
4. Common Errors in Economic Translation
 Literal Translation
Translating word by word without understanding meaning
 “Market crash”
 تحطم السوق FALSE
 انهيار السوق CORRECT
Wrong Terminology
Using incorrect economic terms
 “Profit”
❌ فائدة
✔ ربح
 Ignoring Context
Misunderstanding the situation
“Bank”
· بنك (finance)
· ضفة (river)
 Grammar and Style Problems
· عدم احترام قواعد اللغة
· استخدام أسلوب غير رسمي
5. Practical Examples
Example 1:
“The government increased taxes to reduce the budget deficit.”
✔ رفعت الحكومة الضرائب لتقليل عجز الميزانية
Example 2:
“Exports have grown significantly this year.”
✔ ارتفعت الصادرات بشكل ملحوظ هذا العام
Example 3:
“High inflation affects consumers negatively.”
✔ يؤثر التضخم المرتفع سلبًا على المستهلكين
6. Steps for Translating an Economic Text
1. Read the whole text carefully
2. Identify key terms
3. Understand the general meaning
4. Translate sentence by sentence
5. Review and correct mistakes
 Important: Always check:
· Terminology
· Grammar
· Clarity


