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In a world where certain values are immutable and where the qualities that make a good teacher may well be universal, change is nevertheless the life-blood of the teaching profession. To quote David Crystal in another context, “we know something is alive when we see it move.” Such advances are only the most visible signs of progress in a profession which refuses to stand still.
In fact, many teachers now share the belief that a single “right” way doesn't exist. It is certainly true that no comparative study has consistently demonstrated the superiority of one method over another for all teachers, all students and all settings.
What is an eclectic approach?
The claims made by champions of one method or another need to be treated with caution since no single method could guarantee successful results. This what has given rise to eclecticism as an alternative approach. So, what is an eclectic approach?
The word " eclectic " is based on Greek "eklegin “, which means, " to select ". In other words, deriving things from a variety of sources. And so " an eclectic approach " would be one using a variety of methods.
The Eclectic Approach
In spite of the proliferation of the theories of language teaching, no language teacher applies exclusively any of the known teaching theories. Teachers often incorporate features of different approaches in their particular methodology. Thus, their teaching may be based on the communicative approach, but supplemented with a grading of words and grammatical forms and structures so that the learners can develop gradually and simultaneously both their communicative competence and knowledge of the language system.
The eclectic approach is therefore a framework involving procedures and
techniques drawn from various methods. It is useful in practical situations in

the classroom. It is not based on a specific theory or discipline but there are some assumptions underlying it.
The assumptions underlying the eclectic method
a/ Each one of the well-known methods has its own features. There is no one method which is comprehensive enough to meet all the requirements of effective teaching and learning. All methods have some strengths and some weaknesses. Experienced teachers are very sensitive to the limitations of the different methods, so they reject the weak points of each method/approach and retain only those aspects that are applicable in the particular situations in which they find themselves.
b/ The frequent. shifts of methodology have made teachers feel that it is better to have a combination of elements from more than one. Methods may supplement one another especially when there is no one method which can fulfil all language goals and syllabus objectives.
A major principle of eclecticism is that the teaching process should serve the learners, not a particular method. Hence teachers should choose the techniques or procedures that best fit the students’ needs and the teaching- learning situation.
