: ‘3. Reasons for adopting a competency-based approach
"« The adoption of a competency-based approach is based on world-wide research that

.

l highlights the importance of the links between learning and context of use, thus help
' the learners make learning meaningful,

« Since the emphasis is on.the learner’s social and personal development, the aim of this
approach is to make him reinvest his knowledge when performing tasks at school level
as well as at social and professional level.

s The programme based on that approach has been econceived with the purpose of

ensuring viable (workable, feasible) learning.

1. Objeetives 5
Althoush the competency-based approach is a navelty, its objectives are not new, Actually
cducationalists have always been interested in developing general “know-how' processes and
in fixing knowledge acquired in class. This approsch enables the learner to develop his

capacity to think and actaccording to-a vision of the world that he will consteuet pradually

4. View of learning

« Centered on the development of competencies, fearning is favotred i complex
and meaninutul siinations.

* The programme determinies learnil 1] piocedures and
attitudes such as respect for diffe s

*  Communication in this prooramme is a priority that takes into consideration the
latest developments in the feld of second/foreign language teaching, the
Communicative Approach and cognitive psychology.

s This programme is leamer-centered and focuses on the construction of the
learner's knowledge. [t aims at developing competences hat aie as essential for
the learner of the new century. These competences are the abilivy o interact orallv.
the ability 1o process orél and writlen texts and the ability ta wirite tests

that will call upon intellee
co-operation and team

5. Pedagogical implications

Making school acquizition viable-and sustainable: The school must help the leamer give
sense to knowledge acquired in class and teach him how to make beneficial and relevant
use of it
| Developing the teaching process of the leamer: The emphasis put on the development of

campetencies makes it impossible 1o focus exclusively on acquirving diseiplinary

koowledge. It also enhances the development of  thinking processes. necessary for
assimilating them and using them in real life.
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