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Read the text and answer the following questions :
-

NIETZSCHE ( 1844-1900) regarded himself, rightly, as the successor of Schopenhauer, to
whom,however, he is superior in many ways, particularly in the consistency and coherence of
hisdoctrine. Schopenhauer's oriental ethic of renunciation seems out of harmony with his metaphysicof
the omnipotence of will; in Nietzsche, the will has ethical as well as metaphysical primacy.Nietzsche, |
though a professor, was a literary rather than an academic philosopher. He invented nonew technical
theories in ontology or epistemology; his importance is primarily in ethics, and

secondarily as an acute historical critic. I shall confine myself almost entirely to his ethics and
hiscriticism of religion, since it was this aspect of his writing that made him influential.

His life was simple. His father was a Protestant pastor, and his upbringing was very pious. He
wasbrilliant at the university as a classicist and student of philology, so much so that in 1869, beforehe
had taken his degree, he was offered a professorship of philology at Basel, which he accepted.His

health was never good, and after periods of sick leave he was obliged to retire finally in 1879.After ﬁs
this, he lived in health resorts in Switzerland; in 1888 he becameinsane, and remained sountil his

death. He had a passionate admiration for Wagner, but quarrelled with him, nominallyover Parsifal,
which he thought too Christian and too full of rentinciation. After the quarrel he criticized Wagner
savagely, and even went so far as to accuse him of being a Jew. His general outlook, however,

remained very similar to that of Wagner in the Ring; Nietzsche's superman is very like Siegfried,

except that he knows Greek. This may seem odd, but that is not my fault.
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Questions :
1- What is the main problem in the text ?
2- What is the position of the author hier in the text ?
3- What do you think gpout his point of view ?
4- What is the conclusion deduced from the text ?
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