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Axis 3 : The relation between sociology and other sciences
Introduction :

Sociology is closely connected to various other sciences, forming
interdisciplinary relationships. It intersects with psychology, as both study
human behavior, but sociology focuses on group behavior and societal
structures. It overlaps with anthropology in exploring cultures and societies.
Economics and sociology share interests in social structures affecting economic
systems. Political science and sociology examine power dynamics and societal
governance. Additionally, sociology collaborates with biology, history, and
geography to comprehend the multifaceted nature of human societies.
Interdisciplinary connections enhance our understanding of complex social
phenomena.

1- Thé relationship between sociology and economics:

Sociology and economics share a significant relationship as they both examine
aspects of human behavior, but from different perspectives. Sociology studies
the social aspects of human interactions within groups and societies, while
economics focuses on the production, distribution, and consumption of goods
and services.

In their intersection, sociologists and economists collaborate to understand how
social structures, institutions, and cultural factors influence economic activities.
Social factors like class, race, and gender can impact economic opportunities
and outcomes. Economic policies, in turn, can shape social structures and
inequalities.

The field of economic sociology specifically explores the social embeddedness
of economic activities, studying how social relationships and institutions
influence economic behavior. This interdisciplinary approach enhances our
comprehension of the intricate connections between societal and economic
phenomena.

1-1- Interrelationships:

« Both are interested in studying the economic problems of the people and
also their means of earning and methods of spending. Both provide data &
also help each other in finding out & solving social-economic problems.



Introduction to the sociology of organization First Year. Selmane. F

Distribution & production of goods, which is the field of study of
economists, must be studied after taking into consideration the social
needs.

Sociologists have contributed to the study of different aspects, economic
organization. A sociologist provides knowledge of property system,
division of labor, occupations, industries, organization, etc., to an
economist. Matters as labor relations, the standard of living, employer-
employee relations, social classes, socio-economic planning, socio-
economic reforms, etc., are common to both economists and sociologists.

The area of co-operation between sociology and economics widening.
Economists are now analyzing the social factors influencing economic
growth. Economists are working with sociologists in their study of the
problems of economic development in underdeveloped countries.
Economists are more and more making use of the sociological concepts
and generalizations in the study of economic problems.

Further, there are certain socio-economic problems of great importance to
be studied by both economists and sociologists. Such problems like
poverty, beggary, unemployment, overpopulation and unregulated
industrialization have both social and economic implications. Combined
studies of both the experts in this regard may be of great practical help in
addressing the challenges.

1-2- Difference between Sociology and Economics

In spite of the inter-relationship between the two sociology and economics, they
different. Points of differences between the two are mentioned here:

Sociology Economics

Sociology is a science of society and | Whereas economics is a science
social relationships. of wealth and choice.

Sociology is a much younger | Whereas economics is comparatively an
science which has a very recent | older science.

origin.

The scope of sociology seems to be | The scope of economics is narrower.

wider.



https://tyonote.com/sociology/
https://www.aeaweb.org/resources/students/what-is-economics
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Sociology is general social science. | Economics is a special social science.

Sociology is concerned with the | Whereas economics is concerned with
social activities of man. the economic activities of man.

Sociology is abstract in nature and | Economics is concrete in nature.
less precise also. Social variables are | Economic variables can be measured and
very difficult to measure and | quantified more easily and accurately.

quantify.

Sociology and economics as social sciences have close relations. The
relationship between the two is so close that one is often treated as the branch of
the other. But this does not mean that economics is a branch of sociology.

2- Thé relation between sociology and other sciences :

Sociology and law are interconnected disciplines that study societal structures
and norms. Sociology examines how societies function, while law focuses on
rules and regulations. The relationship lies in how legal systems reflect and
shape social values, norms, and power dynamics. Sociological insights help
analyze the impact of laws on individuals and groups, considering factors like
class, race, and gender. Conversely, legal frameworks influence social behavior
and contribute to the formation of social institutions. Together, they provide a
comprehensive understanding of the complex interplay between society and its
legal systems.

Besits, Sociology and psychology are closely related social sciences that study
human behavior, but they focus on different aspects. Sociology examines
society's impact on individuals, studying group behavior, institutions, and social
structures. Psychology, on the other hand, explores individual behavior,
thoughts, and emotions.

These disciplines often intersect, as societal factors influence individual
psychology, and individual actions contribute to larger social patterns.
Sociological concepts, like norms and institutions, can be analyzed through
psychological perspectives to understand how they shape individual behavior.
Similarly, psychological theories can be applied to study the impact of
individual experiences on larger social dynamics.

Finally, Sociology and political science are closely related disciplines that both
study aspects of human society, but they focus on different dimensions.
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Sociology examines the broader social structures, institutions, and patterns of
human interaction, while political science specifically analyzes political
systems, government structures, and the exercise of political power.

The relationship between sociology and political science lies in their shared
interest in understanding societal dynamics. Political sociology, for example, is
a subfield that explores the interplay between political institutions and social
structures. It looks at how political power and authority are distributed and
maintained within a society.

In summary, sociology provides a broader context for understanding human
behavior within social structures, and political science delves specifically into
the political aspects of these structures, investigating how power is organized
and exercised in the realm of governance.



